
Suddenly, a woman named Veronica came out of the crowd. With great 
care, she takes a cloth and begins to wipe the blood and sweat from 

Jesus’ face. While she can’t do much, she offers what little help she can. 
May we, like Veronica, notice and respond to the needs around us.  

March 19, 2023 

The 6th Station 
Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus 

Photo credit (SPC Upper Church): David Charewicz 



 

MASS 
 Monday through Friday 6:25 am 
  8:30 am 
 Saturday (weekday Mass) 8:30 am 
 Saturday (vigil) 4:30 pm
 Sunday 7:30 am 
  9:00 am 
  10:30 am 
  12:00 pm 
 
  CONFESSIONS 

(confessionals located in church ves bule) 
 Monday through Friday 8-8:15 am 
 Saturday 3-4:00 pm 

 

FUNERALS 
Monday through Saturday Morning 

 

WEDDINGS 
Friday and Saturday 

 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday and Sunday 

 

All services take place in our Upper Church 

In Loving Memory 

names remain for two months 

Pray for our Sick 

Please pray for the souls 
of the faithful departed 
in our SPC community. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. 

 SUN, 3/19: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a / Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
  5, 6 (1) / Eph 5:8-14 / Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 
  13-17, 34-38 
MON, 3/20: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 / Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 
  27 and 29 / Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 /  Mt 1:16, 
  18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a  
 TUE, 3/21:  Ez 47:1-9, 12 / Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 /  
  Jn 5:1-16 
 WED, 3/22: Is 49:8-15 / Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 /  
  Jn 5:17-30 
 THU, 3/23: Ex 32:7-14 / Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 /  
  Jn 5:31-47 
 FRI, 3/24: Wis 2:1a, 12-22 / Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 
  21 and 23 / Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  
 SAT, 3/25: Is 7:10-14; 8:10 / Ps 40:7-8a, 
  8b-9, 10, 11 / Heb 10:4-10 /  
  Lk 1:26-38  

Readings for theWeek  

WEEKLY OFFERING (March 5th  – March 11th) 
Envelopes $12,724.00 

Loose $7,170.24 

Electronic Giving $16,020.50 

Total Weekly Offering $35,914.74 

ADDITIONAL COLLECTIONS (thru March 11th) 
Lenten Almsgiving $11,731.00 

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL DATA 

Sunday Giving Fiscal YTD Total  
(July 1st through March 11th) 

$1,307,150.23 

Sunday Giving Fiscal YTD vs. Budget  
(July 1st through February 28th) 

+$164,413.01 

2023 Annual Catholic Appeal   
(through February 20th)(goal: $142,718.00)  

$51,082.00 paid (36%) 
$56,572.00 pledged (40%) 
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Stewardship Rep0rt 

MACIE ANN WYTANIEC 
daughter of Jeffery Wytaniec 

and Eilzabeth Haack 
 

CARSON JOSEPH SHERLOCK 
son of John Sherlock 

and Joann Petrancosta 
 

ARIA CELINE HAMMERSMITH 
daughter of Mark Hammersmith 

and Francesca Herrick 
 

MICHAEL GREGORY GIERNOTH 
son of Greg Giernoth 
and Jennifer Bozek 

 
EMMETT MICHAEL GALLAGHER 

son of Mar n Gallagher 
and Emily Smith 

FOURTH  SUNDAY OF LENT March 19, 2023 
March 19, 2023 St. Paul of the Cross 

Delaney Bartz 
Sunny Greinke 

June Jacobs 
Carole Zachary 

Schedule 

Barbara Emerick 
Dorothy Frasco 
Brigid Madden 

We are right to be proud of the truth, 
but we are wrong if the truth causes  
us to be proud of ourselves. The truth  

no more belongs to the one who believes 
it than sight belongs to the blind man  
in the Gospel. A gift does not reflect on 
the recipient. It reflects on the giver.  

Baptisms 



+ Dear Parishioners, 
 

The Samaritan woman at the well 
(last week’s Gospel) and the man 
born blind (this week’s Gospel) 
both had conversions and became 
disciples of Jesus, but their paths 
to those des na ons were slightly 
different.  
 

The woman experiences 
something emo onal and very 

personal with Jesus. This happens when Jesus brings up 
the situa on of the woman’s five husbands. The woman  
is vulnerable and is touched when Jesus shows her 
compassion. This emo onal healing is what makes her 
convinced Jesus is the Messiah. It’s what enables her to 
then speak about Jesus to others, and help them come  
to a similar convic on. 
 

The man born blind experiences something physical  
with Jesus – his literal blindness is cured. He’s much more 
ma er-of-fact, then, when talking about Jesus to others. 
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can 
see,” he says to the Pharisees when they interrogate him 
about the miracle. When the Pharisees ask the follow up, 
“What do you have to say about him since he opened 
your eyes?”, the man’s laconic reply: “He is a prophet.” 
 

One could imagine the Samaritan woman being quite 
descrip ve and ar culate in her case for Jesus to her 
skep cal townsfolk. She might have shared her own heart 
and how she felt around Jesus. She would have explained 
why her interior healing was proof Jesus was the Messiah. 
The man born blind? He just points to the blunt facts: 
“One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” 
Drop the mic and walk away. 
 

Both ways are necessary in the task of evangeliza on 
(talking to others about Jesus). Some mes we need to be 
like the Samaritan woman. We need to be personal and 
share our story. We describe what our life was like before 
Jesus and what it would be like without Jesus. We show 
some passion when we’re trying to help others see the 
benefit of believing in God. 
 

Some mes we need to be like the man born blind. Just 
point to the facts. There’s a heaven. You want to get 
there? Believe in God. We all have struggles in this life. 
You want to be even more miserable? Then don’t believe 
in God. You want something to change in yourself, in this 
world? Only God can do it. 
 

Maybe we can pray to both of these saints to help us be 
evangelists as they were. 

 
We con nue this Monday with our Lenten Monday 
Evenings of Prayer, star ng with Eucharis c Adora on  
in the church at 6pm. Deacon Andy Cameron will give the 
talk on prayer at 7pm. We will also have Sta ons of the 
Cross on Friday at 7pm. And, a reminder, the booklet of 
daily reflec ons for Lent can be found inside the bulle n 
here as well as on our website. 
 

Join us this Friday, March 24th in the gym for the Lenten 
Fish Fry sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. It’s a 
great meal and a great opportunity for some Lenten 
fellowship. A special thanks to Grand Knight Robbie 
Gawronski and his team for the event. 
 

This Wednesday, March 22nd is the Candlelight Rosary 
hosted by the Respect Life commi ee. That same night is 
the Archdiocesan Eucharis c Revival prayer session at 
7pm at Holy Child Jesus Church (2324 W. Chase Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60645).  
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to our Lenten 
Almsgiving Project. As you’ve seen in the bulle n and  
in the flyers, our contribu ons are going to support the 
church and faithful in Cuba. We were planning this 
upcoming weekend to first have the Archbishop of 
San ago de Cuba present with us to preach on the 
mission, and then we were going also to have Sr. Leiedy 
Johanna, a religious serving in Cuba, present as well. But 
unfortunately those plans were just canceled due to 
travel restric ons, so we will not have a speaker this year. 
But please be as generous as you can in this important 
cause. A special thanks to Adrienne Timm and Catholic 
Extension for the behind-the-scenes work to make this 
project possible. 
 

I’ve been speaking with a number of groups and 
individuals over the months about once again star ng 
Masses down in the Holy Family Chapel, par cularly a 
children’s Mass. If you would be interested in helping  
with this in whatever fashion (being an usher, organizing 
something for children, music, etc.) please reach out to 
me. Stay tuned for more details. 
 

Finally, happy feast of Saint Joseph. Because March 19th 
falls on a Sunday this year, the actual feast day will be 
celebrated on Monday, March 20th. Enjoy your zeppole. 
Thank you, Joseph, for your example of fatherhood. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
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Reflections from our Community 
March 19th marks the point which is about halfway through Lent. As we prepare 
ourselves for the Passion and for the Resurrec on of Jesus on Easter, we can 
reflect on the thoughts provoked in this Gospel. 

 
This Sunday’s Gospel takes me down many different paths a er reading and 
reflec on. My first thought goes to the phrase “blind faith” and the belief this blind 
man had to trust in Jesus without seeing or knowing of him. Next, it goes to the 
phrase “light of the world” which has now appeared over the last two months 
three mes in the Gospels. Ul mately, I see the combina on of both playing out 
and what this symbolizes inside of Lent. 

 
Are we carrying on in our faith through both easy and hard mes? It is exactly during those hard mes that we should 
dig deeper into our faith through prayer and community to find the strength to believe and find comfort. We should also 
embrace those struggles that impact our lives as opportuni es to grow. It’s symbolized in this line “I prayed to God for 
pa ence and God gave me opportuni es to be pa ent.” See your prayers and obstacles as an opportunity to draw closer 
to God. 
 
Are we showcasing ourselves as the “light of the world?” It very rarely will be a fervent debate or one me discussion 
with someone that has yet to join the Church that will lead them to follow Christ. First, it’s by living our faith and taking 
ownership of our rela onship with the Church. A er that it's how we carry ourselves in our everyday lives by drawing 
others to our posi vity, joyfulness, and friendliness. People will naturally be drawn to God when they see your joy in life. 
They will ques on what makes you so joyful. People will be a racted to the faith as they draw closer to you and 
understand that your faith is the center of what makes you who you are. 
 
Ma  Englert, SPC Parishioner 
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FEAST DAY TIME PRESIDER MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY, 3/20 

Saint Joseph 
6:25 am Fr. James 

8:30 am Fr. Nick Arlene Iglehart, Joseph Ungaro, Daniel Heneghan  

TUESDAY, 3/21 
Lenten Weekday 

6:25 am Fr. Nick James and Frances Grace  

8:30 am Fr. James Margaret Schmidt, Alfredo del Rosario, Birthday Blessings for Susan Harrison  

WEDNESDAY, 3/22 
Lenten Weekday 

6:25 am Fr. James Lucille Sullivan  

8:30 am Fr. James Mark DuBrock, Henryka Klapinska, Birthday Blessings for Renee Cormier  

THURSDAY, 3/23 
Saint Turibius 
of Mogrovejo 

6:25 am Fr. Nick Birthday Blessings for Mercedes Garcia  

8:30 am Fr. Nick Richard Haas, Lucille Phillips  

FRIDAY, 3/24 
Lenten Weekday 

6:25 am Fr. James Holy Souls in Purgatory  

8:30 am Fr. Nick Marcia Burgis, Dora Ferro, Timothy Prindiville  

SATURDAY, 3/25 
The Annuncia on 

of the Lord 

8:30 am Fr. Nick Lorraine A. Kieser, Dominic Grimaldi, Joseph DiCola  

4:30 pm Fr. James Mar n Diskin, Raymond Ri er  

SUNDAY, 3/26 
Fi h Sunday 

of Lent 

7:30 am Fr. Nick/KG* Susan Folz, People of the Parish  

9:00 am Fr. James Dominic Grimaldi, Dorothy Meyer, Michael Casey, Healing and Blessings for Mar e and Rev. Curt Peterson  

10:30 am Fr. Nick Gerald Schorr, Ralph Schremp, Gerard Frances, John A. Slowiak, Healing and Blessings for Peter Morrison  

12:00 pm Fr. James Ervin and Caterina Palacz, Daniel Heneghan, Pierre e Steyer, Mario Domenech  

*LEGEND:  /KG = Deacon Kevin Gregus preaching 

Isabelle and Charles Veil, Sharon Bass, Bri any Romano  

Mass and Presider Schedule / Mass Intentions 



MASS LECTOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS 
SATURDAY, 3/25 

4:30 pm 
Jake Zabratanski, 
Brianna Santucci 

Mary Heinz, Katheen A. McMahon, 
Geri Weissmann, Gail Wilkening 

Chase Fantuzzi, Allison Wade, 
Gwyneth Wade 

SUNDAY, 3/26 
7:30 am 

Steve Palac, 
Frances Johnson 

Eugene Cooney, Reggie Higgins Reither, 
Coventri Lorenz, Gerda Weitzel 

Geralyn Jones, Madeline Haran, 
Maeve Joyce 

SUNDAY, 3/26 
9:00 am 

Anne Scialabba, 
John Tallman 

Kevin Buggy, Geri Jarzombek, 
Elly Lamacchia, Lisanne Roth 

Julia Coyle, Timmy Serafin, 
Billy Fletcher 

SUNDAY, 3/26 
10:30 am 

Susan Davis, 
Pa y Beaudet-Frances 

Julie Limperis, Mary Nicolau, 
Kim Soifer (sub requested), Margaret Teich  

Gabby Irwin, James Irwin, 
Zach Dambra 

SUNDAY, 3/26 
12:00 pm 

Pa  Nowak, 
Neda Naum 

David Dempsey, Josephine Gullo 
Joan Keefe (sub requested), OPEN 

Sam deTagyos, Lily deTagyos, 
Nick O'Connor 

DATE TIME LOCATION EVENT 
Sunday, March 19th 8:30 pm PLC Gym Men’s Pick-Up Basketball 

Monday, March 20th 6:00 pm Upper Church Monday Evening of Prayer (prayer talk by Deacon Andy) 

Tuesday, March 21st 6:30 pm Kinane Center GriefShare Series begins 

Wednesday, March 22nd 7:00 pm Holy Child Jesus Church Vicariate II Eucharis c Revival Prayer Event 

Wednesday, March 22nd 7:30 pm Upper Church Candlelight Rosary 

Thursday, March 23rd 7:30 pm Kinane Center Praying with Scripture (Lec o Divina) 

Friday, March 24th 7:00 pm Upper Church Sta ons of the Cross 

Friday, March 24th 5:30 pm — 8:30 pm Parish Life Center Lenten Fish Fry 

Events this Week 

Page 5 March 19, 2023 www.spc-church.org 

Liturgical Ministers Schedule  (please email schedule@spc-church.org with any ques ons)  

BOOK CLUB 
MONDAY, MARCH 27th 

7:30 pm 
Parish Life Center AB Room 

TUESDAYS from 
MARCH 21st through  

JUNE 13th 
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm  

Kinane Center 
(use 215 Ridge Terrace entrance) 

 
This program features biblical,  
Christ-centered teaching that 

focuses on grief topics associated 
with the death of a loved one.  

 
Contact Adrienne Timm with 

ques ons or to register:  
847-692-6767 

adrienne mm@spc-church.org 
 

Visit www.spc-church.org 
for more informa on 

Please join us as we gather to  
pray the Rosary in a beau ful,  

30-minute service accompanied  
by music and candlelight. Whether 

you’ve never learned the Rosary 
and would like to be introduced to 

this peaceful form of prayer, or 
you pray the Rosary regularly, 
please come and be inspired! 

CANDLELIGHT 
ROSARY 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22nd 
7:30 pm 

Upper Church 

Join us for our next book club 
mee ng where we will be 

discussing THE UNIVERSAL CHRIST 
by Richard Rohr. 

 

All are welcome! 



Additional Opportunities 

MONDAY EVENINGS OF PRAYER 
MONDAYS THROUGHOUT LENT 

 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Eucharis c Adora on in Upper Church
 6:30 pm - 7:00 pm Confessions 
 7:00 pm - 7:25 pm  Special Talks (per schedule below) 
 7:25 pm - 7:30 pm Night Prayer and Benedic on   

SCHEDULE OF TALKS: 
 March 20th Deacon Andy 
 March 27th Father Bri o 
 April 3rd Deacon Kevin 
 

FRIDAY EVENINGS STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
FRIDAYS THROUGHOUT LENT 

7:00 pm every Friday evening in Lent 
 Upper Church 

LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES 

SPC BLOOD DRIVE 
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 2nd 

8:00 am – 2:00 pm / PLC 

Blood dona on. It’s about an 
hour of your me. It’s about life! 

 

The cri cal blood 
shortage is real. Let’s 
increase the number  
of blood donors! 
Come with friends and 
family for free snacks, 

drinks, and door prize raffles.  
 
Call Chris ne Perille at 847-494-5150 
or Eileen Kaczmarek at 847-533-7952 
or visit www.vitalant.org to make an 
appointment — use code ORD0RG08 

for St. Paul of the Cross. 
 

If you have medical or travel 
ques ons, call the help desk at 

877-258-4825  and choose op on #1 

DISCIPLE MAKER 
INDEX (DMI) 

SURVEY 
Submission Deadline: 

March 31st 
All parishioners are invited to 

par cipate in a brief 10-15 minute 
confiden al survey. Your input will 

help shape various ministries as 
we plan for the future and strive 
to be the best parish we can be. 

We will  share what we have 
learned with the en re parish. 

 
Visit our website at 

www.spc-church.org for the link 
to complete the survey. If you prefer 
a paper copy, please call the parish 

office at 847-825-7605. 
 

Thank you for your input! 

FEED MY STARVING 
CHILDREN 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29th 
11:30 am — 1:15 pm 
740 Wiley Farm Court 
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

The Apostolate of Women’s Service 
Pillar is organizing a service event 

with Feed My Starving Children, led 
by Anna Fioravan . Volunteers are 
needed to help pack meals that will 
be delivered to hungry children all 
over the world. Ages 5 and up can 

register; all children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Register 

for your spot at www.fmsc.org/join-
group?joincode=X8E4L1 before it’s 

too late — 78 of 148 spots are 
already filled! 

YOUR EASTER GIFT 
CAN BE MADE 

ONLINE 
 

www.givecentral.org/ 
loca on/133/event/30045 

Our Easter collec on cons tutes a 
sizable por on of our annual budget 

to fund vital ministries and areas  
of opera on for our parish. 

 

Thank you for your generosity 
to this year’s Easter collec on. 
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FISH FRY! 
cosponsored by 

 

 
 

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24th 
5:30 - 8:30 pm 

St. Paul of the Cross Parish Life Center 
320 S. Washington Street, Park Ridge 

 

Join us for a delicious meal of fresh hand-ba ered cod (we use trans fat-free canola oil), coleslaw, french fries, dinner 
rolls, and dessert. Shrimp available for purchase. Cheese pizza for the kids. Free lemonade and coffee! Soda, beer, and 
wine will be available for purchase. Carry out meals available!  
 

Please consider bringing soaps, shampoos, toothbrushes, toothpaste, baby wipes, and/or diapers 
(sizes: newborn - 6 mos.) for dona on to The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland.   
 
COST 

• Adults $14 each if pre-order received by 3/19/23 ($16 at the door) 
• Seniors: $12 if pre-order received by 3/19/23 ($14 at the door) 
• Children: $6 (children 3 and under are free) 

 

Add $4 to any cket to add 3 pieces of shrimp to your meal 
Note: Proceeds to benefit local Seminarian/Novi ate educa on and SPC’s AOW 
 
PURCHASE TICKETS: 
Deliver your completed order form below with payment (cash or check) to SPC’s rectory by noon on Sunday, March 
19th. Please make checks payable to K of C – Maria Council 4836, with SPC Fish Fry on the memo line. To pay by credit 
card, email your order to kofcmaria4836@gmail.com, and a PayPal link will be emailed to you for payment.       
 
 

ORDER FORM FOR MARCH 24th FISH FRY AT ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS 
 

 
  Name:________________________________________________      Total Payment Amount $___________________ 
 
  Phone #______________________________________     Check here if carryout (fish or pizza only) _____________ 
 
  _____# of Adults @ $14 each*             _____# of Seniors @ $12 each*           _____# of Kids (4-12) at $6 each 
                            (kids 3 and under are free) 
 
  _____Add 3 Shrimp for $4  each               _____Add 3 Shrimp for $4 each                _____# of Kids above who want pizza 
 
 * The price of Adult and Senior meals ordered a er 3/19/23 will increase to $16 and $14, respec vely   
 

Ques ons? Contact Robbie Gawronski at kofcmaria4836@gmail.com  

Maria Council #4836 
& 

St. Paul of the Cross’ Fish Fry 
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EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION CHAPEL 

COME SPEND SOME TIME WITH JESUS! 
 

Due to an insufficient number of overnight adorers, 
we have temporarily closed our Adora on Chapel 

from 11:00 pm un l 5:00 am daily. 

Our current adorer schedule is pictured to the right.  
Red boxes indicate where there is at most one commi ed 
adorer. We need at least two commi ed adorers for each 
slot before we can reopen during the night. Yellow slots  
are mes throughout the day when we have only one 

commi ed adorer; addi onal commitments are needed 
here to for fy the day me schedule. Green indicates two 

or more adorers are present. If you would like to sign up for 
a meslot, please call the parish office at 847-825-7605 or 

email adora onchapel@spc-church.org 

 Adoration Chapel 

Adoration Reflections 

Do I really trust in Jesus? 
How about if things get tough? 

I know I trust him in good times. 
What about when everything is closing 

in on you when money gets tight? 
I thought I gave him my will. 

Can I find consolation in 
“Be not afraid?” 

 
— Anonymous 

We would love to hear from you regarding your experience in our Adora on Chapel. How might you 
be blessed through your me with Jesus? Please share your reflec on, or perhaps you are inspired 
to write a poem or prayer, etc. Reflec ons should be roughly 350 words. Reflec on forms can be 

found on the table in the Adora on Chapel foyer or on our website. Submit reflec ons to 
sandylabouvie@spc-church.org or place it in the collec on box in the Adora on Chapel. 

Thank you to all those who’ve already contributed! 
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The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

"Not as man sees does God see, because man sees 
the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart."  

1 Samuel 16:7 
 

Jesse had seven sons. Six were strong and talented. The 
seventh, David, was small and scrawny. It was David who 
was elected by God, through the prophet Samuel, to be 
the king of Israel. 
 

David wasn't predes ned from before his birth to be the 
king. None of the prominent Old Testament figures were 
– Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, and so forth. They all 
existed normally, and God found them. This is, of course, 
different from Jesus and Mary, who were fashioned in the 
Trinity and given as gi s to the human race. They were 
bego en by God, we say.  
 

But these Old Testament figures, along with the man born 
blind in John 9, did have something that made them 
a rac ve to God. Their bodies were weak, but their 
hearts were strong. They had character. 
 

David was strong and courageous, humble and respec ul, 
crea ve and open. The man born blind similar. He 
answered candidly the Pharisees' interroga on. He 
demonstrated a deep brilliance when he responded, "If  
he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I 
was blind and now I see." And he respected God, as 
illustrated when he worships Jesus when Jesus admits he 
is indeed the Son of Man. 
 

There might not be anything special to our outer 
appearances, but our hearts can have a depth that make 
us ready to be elected by God. 
 

Directed Prayer: David and the man born blind had 
virtuous hearts, but hearts also with sin. Acknowledge 
your weaknesses and ask God to compensate with 
addi onal virtues. Your sin and weakness is what makes 
you a candidate for the kingdom. 

 

"Jesus said to him, 'Unless you people see signs 
and wonders, you will not believe.'"  

John 4:48 
 

We are familiar with Cana because of the wedding feast. 
But we don't recall that Christ, here in this sec on of 
John, returned to Cana a second me and healed a royal 
official's son. A er the boy is healed, we are told "the 
father and his whole household came to believe."  
 

Why did they not come to believe a er the 

transforma on of water into wine? 
 

One wonders if it was because the sign was not personal 
enough for this par cular family. Witnessing  the wedding 
miracle was like watching a magician from afar. It might 
have thrilled the mind, but it didn't move the heart. When 
a family member is saved, then, all of a sudden, the heart 
is touched. This royal family saw the compassionate heart 
of Jesus with this second miracle. They saw the plan of 
God, as Isaiah said, "to create Jerusalem to be a joy and 
its people to be a delight."  They wanted to be near this 
good God. 
 

Married couples today travel to Cana to renew their 
wedding vows. Wine is purchased from the gi  shops.  
But maybe families who do not truly believe in Christ 
should travel instead to Cana. Maybe the "royal officials" 
of the world should visit this place of conversion to 
intercede for their households. 
 

Directed Prayer: Many people either do not believe or are 
not close to God. Like the father in the story, we who do 
believe can intercede to the Lord for these individuals. We 
can ask Jesus to heal the specific ailments of our loved 
ones. But this will require we know what ails them truly 
and desire their well-being. 
 

 

"Once more he measured off a thousand cubits, but  
there was now a river through which I could not wade; 
for the water had risen so high it had become a river  

that could not be crossed except by swimming."  
Ezekiel 47:5 

 

The depth increases. It begins with a trickle for Ezekiel, 
becomes an ankle-deep creek, then a knee-deep stream, 
a waist-deep river, and finally a sea. The prophet must 
swim. 
 

When we swim, we leave our feet. We leave steady 
ground and the control that is walking. We also lie flat.  
As we are when we are sleeping, in the reclined posi on 
we are vulnerable to the forces around us. There is an act 
of faith that occurs. We trust we will float. 
 

But swimming isn't total passivity. We can, and must, 
exert our own influence to navigate the waters and move. 
 

We are called to swim in the spiritual life. We are called 
to swim into the heart of Jesus, the way Peter would swim 
to Jesus in the Sea of Galilee a er the resurrec on.  
 

Life and work is walking. It is steady. We are in control. 
We are safe. But there is an increasing source of water 
around us. We can walk through the trickle and the  

Fr. James’ Lenten Reflections 
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knee-deep river for a me, but there will come a point 
when we must swim. We need not wait un l death or 
some crisis to learn how to swim. We can start swimming 
now. We can take the plunge into authen c prayer, allow 
ourselves to be swept away in the heart of Jesus. The 
advent of the sea need not be frightening. 
 

Directed Prayer: The sick man in John 5 was unable to 
make his way to the pool of Bethesda to swim. Jesus 
came and cured him. Ask Jesus to come to you as he did 
that man. Ask him to eliminate your fear of diving into  
the deep end of discipleship. 
 

 

"Amen, amen, I say to you, the Son cannot do anything 
on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing."  

John 5:19 
 

A mentor is one who invests in another. He shares  
with the protégé his wisdom and his talents. There is  
a fundamental desire in the mentor to not be about 
himself, but to care about the well-being of the individual 
and the ins tu on, be it the company, the family, or the 
church. The mentor is not selfish. Deeply humble, he sees 
a greatness in the appren ce; an ability in the young 
person to surpass himself and take the ins tu on to even 
greater levels. A mentor is truly a man of communion. 
 

Fear, insecurity, ego sm, and power kill this beau ful 
species, and the mentor is indeed an endangered species 
these days. If the mentor is unable to let go and trust, he 
will never empower the future. He will have buried his 
talents in the field and the treasure will be lost. 
 

In Christ we have the supreme mentor. He learned  
from his own Father, who both showed and bequeathed 
everything that was his. Christ emp ed himself in turn.  
He did not pour his chalice onto the ground and into the 
drain, but into the hearts of the apostles. That group 
mentored others and so on. 
 

Christ desires to mentor us today. More than just 
teaching us the business, the God-mentor desires  
to take us into a deeply consoling rela onship of love. 
 

Directed Prayer: Consider those who have mentored you 
in your life. Say a prayer of thanksgiving for them and ask 
the Lord to reveal what these mentors gave you. Then ask 
the Lord to show you who he has placed in your life to 
mentor. 
 

 

"I do not accept human praise." John 5:41 

Abraham, Moses, David, and Elijah are the most 
important figures of the Old Testament. None was greater 
than the other and all represented different elements of 
the Israelite faith. Abraham was the Father, Moses the 
Law-Giver, David the King, and Elijah the teacher. In Christ 
we have all of these elements together.  He is the one 
perfect individual. 
 

Let Moses be our focus today. Moses gave the law, with 
the Ten Commandments being at the heart of the law, 
and his flock subsequently broke the law. The very first 
viola on, in fact, was the viola on of the very first law. 
'You shall worship no other gods' was broken by the 
golden calf.  
 

Jesus gave the new law, with the Bea tudes being at the 
heart of his Sermon on the Mount, and immediately, like 
Moses, it was broken. Instead of being poor in spirit, 
meek, and so forth, the Pharisees and disciples turn to 
power and pride, etc. 
 

We break the Ten Commandments today. We also break 
the Bea tudes. And just as Moses interceded for the 
Israelites a er their depravity and saved them, so Christ 
does the same for us. He neither destroys us nor the law. 
 

Both Moses and Christ saved the people not because of 
anything the people did subsequently. They ignored the 
excuses and the manipula ve praise and pleading. Christ 
and Moses saved because they uncondi onally loved the 
people. They were truly men of mercy. 
 

Directed Prayer: Allow the Lord to uncondi onally love 
you. There’s no need to cajole a favor from him. Let that 
naturally lead you into praise of him. 
 
Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

 

"You know me and also know where I am from."  
John 7:28 

 

There seems to be a preoccupa on in John's Gospel with 
Jesus' origin. The first apostles by the Jordan River ask 
Jesus, "Rabbi, where are you staying?" Nathanael 
remarks, "Can anything good come from Nazareth?" The 
Samaritan woman by the well balks because the man is 
from Israel. Pilate will want to know the territory where 
Jesus is apparently king. The people in the crowd during 
the feast of tabernacles say, "But we know where Jesus is 
from. When the Messiah comes, no one will know where 
he is from." 
 

It was the work of the enemy to make people think  
the Messiah would have some unknowable origin.  
When someone is from our na ve country or even our 
hometown, we have an instant connec on. A bond is  
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shared, and a trust is immediately formed.  
 

Christ does not want us to take our me in coming to 
trust him and be vulnerable before him. He is from our 
hometown. He is our flesh and blood. We know him like  
a brother or cousin, and we can unpack our lives before 
him. He will understand us, and he will work for us. 
 

So, where was Jesus from? He was from Nazareth. But he 
was also from Chicago. And from New York, and Mexico 
City, and Paris, and Vietnam, and... your hometown. 
 

Directed Prayer: If you've ever lived away from your 
hometown, or are currently living away, think of what it is 
like when you meet someone from home. Imagine Jesus 
connec ng to your heart. What do you want to share with 
him? What does he share with you? 
 

"Does our law condemn a man before it first hears  
him and finds out what he is doing?"  

John 7:51 
 

There are specific ways each of us seek to be loved. Some 
of us look for words of affirma on, others for touch. Some 
hope to receive acts of service or gi s, while others want 

me with the person. The individual in our life might not 
be inclined to our par cular love language, and we are 
hurt when they do not provide it for us. 
 

Part of the healing and forgiveness process is allowing the 
individual to defend themselves before the law. That is, 
for us to express our grievance, and for them to express 
their inten on; or, at least, their lack of malintent.  
 

The Israelites actually had malintent with Jeremiah. The 
prophet s ll doesn't judge or condemn them. He instead 
prays to God, "let me witness the vengeance you take on 
them, for to you I have entrusted my cause!"  
We don't pray God will harm those who harm us, as if we 
are hoping bad karma to come around. Rather, we simply 
surrender the individuals and the restora on of the right 
order to God's care. Jesus did not lash out from the cross. 
He humbled himself and was exalted. 
 

Directed Prayer: We cannot forgive if we cannot see how 
we are wired to be loved and cared for. What do you 
want and need? Ask God to give it to you, and then ask 
God for the grace to forgive the person in your life who 
has offended you. Give that person a fair trial. 

 
Coda to the Fourth Week of Lent: 

The Annunciation 
 

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power  
of the Most High will overshadow you."  

Luke 1:35 
 

There are innumerable pain ngs of the Annuncia on, and 
Gari Melchers' Southern Girl from the 19th Century (see 
image on the following page) would probably not be 
included in the gallery. The virgin depicted is not the 
Blessed Mother and the scene is not from 1st Century 
Pales ne. But when we gaze upon the striking image, 
there are several parallels, and lessons, we can draw. 
 

The maiden is in the shade with the lush garden behind 
her. We see the sunlight in the bo om right corner. Her 
basket of vegetables has spilled, but she seems not to 
mind. She contemplates something else. But it is not a 
strictly serene contempla on, as she grasps her thigh and 
bunches her feet together, showing the slightest bit of 
anxiousness. She remains seated, nonetheless, and does 
not flee. She will appropriate what has happened and 
move eventually, when the me is right, to gather her 
vegetables and go on with her day. 
 

Mary received the most startling piece of news anyone 
could ever receive... that has ever been received. Her 
graceful response, "Behold I am the handmaid of the 
Lord" displays a deep trust in God and a gentle authority 
over her surroundings. Mary would not be afraid of this 
new role. Although a change from what she had planned, 
she would not lose her desire for the life of prayer and 
holiness.  
 

Southern Girl 
(right) shows  
a woman in 
command. She 
knows "the one 
thing necessary" 
and she remains 
with it. The  
Blessed Mother,  
a "southern girl"  
in rela onship to 
Jerusalem, gives  
an icon of true 
authority: one  
who is able to 
receive and  
remain with God. 
 

Directed Prayer: Find a relaxing loca on somewhere to 
pray, a place in the "shade," so to speak. Surrender the 
spilled basket of vegetables – your work – and receive 
God in the depths of your being. 

Fr. James’ Lenten Reflections (continued) 
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Lenten Almsgiving 
THIS LENT, WE ARE PARTNERING WITH CATHOLIC EXTENSION 

TO HELP FEED THE RELIGIOUS IN CUBA FOR A YEAR 
 

You can make a big difference by helping feed 1,000 priests, sisters, and pastoral leaders 
in the 11 Catholic dioceses of Cuba for a year.  

Cuba is sadly one of the most troubled places on the  
globe today, but Catholic Extension’s most recent 
rebuilding project provided a dose of real hope.  
 

On a weekly basis, Catholic Extension receives updates 
from their diocesan partners that Cuba’s economy has 
almost en rely collapsed, resul ng in starva on, 
despera on, societal unrest, and brutally repressive 
poli cal backlash. Some of their partners say that the 
situa on in Cuba is the worst it has ever been in its 
history.   
 

But amid these struggles, faith, hope, and resilience 
remain strong among the people of Cuba, who turn to  
the Church as their place of relief, support, and strength.  
 

The newly restored Our Lady of Fa ma Pastoral Center  
in Sevilla, Cuba, a rural community on the eastern end of 
the island, has already supported hundreds of vulnerable 
people. This center is a safe haven where people can 
gather as a community to learn, to pray, to eat and to 

support each other during these very trying mes. The 
center offers a variety of services that help enrich people’s 
lives, including religious services, educa on for different 
age groups, as well as social services like meals for hungry 
school-aged children, outreach programs for pregnant 
teens, help to the poor and elderly, and many more.  
 

Most importantly this center is delivering perhaps the 
scarcest resource in Cuba at this me: joy!! 

Please use the envelopes provided in the pews to 
make contribu ons and place it in the collec on basket 

on Sundays during Lent or drop it off at the rectory. 
Dona ons can also be made online via GiveCentral 

at the link below: 
www.givecentral.org/loca on/133/event/29561 
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Thank you for your support and generosity! 



2022 Annual Catholic Appeal Thank You! 

2022 Annual Catholic Appeal Results 
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Vocations  
Corner 

Opportunities from the 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
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The Pastorate of Fr. Bri o Berchmans, 2009-2021 
 

Archive Corner with Mark Miller  
SPC HISTORY 1975-PRESENT (part 4 of 5) 

 
Following the tenure of pastor Fr. Carl Morello, there came the first non-na ve born 
pastor. Born in India to Catholic parents, Fr. Bri o Berchmans was raised in a strong 
Catholic household. A er joining the Salesians of Don Bosco as a young man, he came  
to the US for graduate studies. Moved by his pastoral experiences in the US, he was 
incardinated into the Archdiocese of Chicago and eventually assigned as St. Paul’s 
eighth pastor in 2009. 
 

Two years a er his arrival, the parish 
celebrated its centennial. And just like the 
pastors before him, Fr. Bri o wanted to also 
carry out projects that would keep the parish 
viable for the next hundred years. The parish 
held a capital campaign in 2015 to which 

parishioners pledged almost 4 million dollars. 
These monies funded many projects including 
the beau fica on of the upper church, the 
redo of the Holy Family Chapel, the crea on 
of a playground for the children, and the 
installa on of security cameras. For years, 
seniors had been reques ng for the 
installa on of an elevator in the Kinane 
Center. Their dream was realized towards  
the end of Fr. Bri o’s tenure.  
 

Under Fr. Bri o’s leadership, our outreach  
to the poor became a priority and an  
enlarged Food Pantry was erected. The  
Social Services Ministry was par cularly  
ac ve during the pandemic when so many 
families needed help. During the difficult 
years of the pandemic, the parish also embraced new technology, ensuring that the parishioners were kept safe. By 
livestreaming Masses, leading a Bible studio via Zoom, and holding parking lot Masses and Communion, the spiritual 
needs of our parishioners were adequately taken care of.  
 

Special Thanks to Father Bri o for his input 
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Fr. Bri o Berchmans 

Holy Family Chapel concept 

Fulfilling our Centennial Promise flyer 

Virtual Bible Study during the pandemic Celebra ng a drive-in Mass during the pandemic 

100th Anniversary Mass 
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320 S. Washington 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

phone: 847-825-7605 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm* 

*closed for lunch from 12:00pm—1:00 pm 
 Saturday 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 Sunday Closed 
 

 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
Sandra Labouvie: sandylabouvie@spc-church.org 

847-825-7605 x2249 / www.spc-church.org 
 

EVANGELIZATION AND CAMPUS MANAGER 
Nick Testa: nicktesta@spc-church.org 

(847) 825-7605 x2250 
 

DIRECTOR OF CATECHESIS 
Anna Mae Parkhill: annamaeparkhill@spc-church.org 

(847) 692-2758  /  www.spc-catechesis.net 
 

DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICE MINISTRY 
Adrienne Timm: adrienne mm@spc-church.org 

(847) 692-6767 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Edward J. Eicker: edwardeicker@spc-church.org 

(847) 825-7605 x2253 
 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Andrea Bartolomeo: andreabartolomeo@spc-church.org 

 
ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Erika Mickelburgh: emickelburgh@spc-school.net 

(847) 825-6366  /  www.spc-schoool.net 
 

RCIA 
rcia@spc-church.org 

 
SPACE RESERVATIONS 

calendars@spc-church.org 
 

VIRTUS 
virtus@spc-church.org 

 
LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULING 

schedule@spc-church.org 
 

BULLETIN EDITOR 
spcbulle n@spc-church.org 

     UPCOMING BULLETIN CONTENT DEADLINES 
 March 26th issue: Friday, March 17th 
 April 2nd issue: Friday, March 24th 

 MASS 
All Masses are in our Upper Church 

 

 

 Monday through Friday 6:25 am 
  8:30 am 
 
 Saturday 8:30 am - daily Mass 
  4:30 pm - vigil 
 
 Sunday 7:30 am 
  9:00 am 
  10:30 am 
  12:00 pm 
 

 
ADORATION 

Adora on Chapel open 5:00 am un l 11:00 pm daily 
Email adora onchapel@spc-church.org 

to sign up for a meslot 
 

CONFESSION 
Confessions take place in our Upper Church ves bule 

 Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 8:15 am 
 Saturday 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
 

 

FUNERALS 
Monday through Saturday Morning 

 

WEDDINGS 
Friday and Saturday 

Call the parish office at least 6 months in advance 
 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday and Sunday 

If this is your first child, bap sm prep class is required and 
provided on the fourth Thursday every month at 7:00 pm.       

Please contact the parish office at 847-825-7605 to register. 
 

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION 
and 

DONUT SUNDAY 
First Sunday of Every Month Unless Adver sed Otherwise 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Please note that there will be no Donut Sundays during Lent 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Please call Rectory Office (847-825-7605) 
 

COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND 
Please call Rectory Office (847-825-7605) 

 

ROSARY 
A er 8:30 am Daily Mass 

 

LENTEN MONDAY EVENINGS OF PRAYER 
Monday evenings throughout Lent 

6:00 pm—7:30 pm 
Upper Church 

 

 

REV. JAMES F. WALLACE, PASTOR 
frjames@spc-church.org 

 

REV. NICK CAVALLARI, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
frnick@spc-church.org 

 

DEACONS: ROBERT T. BULGER, ANDREW P. CAMERON 
SEMINARIANS: DEACON KEVIN GREGUS, MARTIN NYBERG, LEE NOEL 

St. Paul of the Cross Parish Schedule 


